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Figure 2 Age-standardized total cigarette smoking prevalence, males, 1996 and 2012.
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Colorado, Wyoming, California, and along the Mexico-
Texas border.
In 1996, the lowest total cigarette smoking prevalence

for males was observed in Utah County, UT (15.5%
[13.2%-17.6%]), while the highest was found in Northwest
Arctic Borough, AK (42.6% [37.0%-48.5%]), a difference of
27.1 percentage points. In 2012, Falls Church City, VA had
the lowest prevalence at 9.9% (8.1%-12.0%), while the
highest prevalence was still found in Northwest Arctic
Borough, AK at 41.5% (35.9%-46.8%), a 31.7 percentage
point difference. For females, the lowest prevalence in
1996 was found in Utah County, UT at 9.0% (7.2%-10.8%),
which is 27.8 percentage points lower than the highest-
observed prevalence that year in Perry County, KY at
1996

Figure 3 Age-standardized total cigarette smoking prevalence, femal
36.8% (31.7%-42.1%). In 2012, female cigarette smoking
prevalence was still lowest in Utah County, UT (5.8%
[4.9%-6.8%]), which was 35.1 percentage points lower than
the highest prevalence in that year, in Northwest Arctic
Borough, AK (40.8% [34.8%-46.8%]).
Even within a single state there is often substantial

variation among counties. The median gap between
highest and lowest cigarette smoking prevalence among
counties within the same state in 2012 was 14.7 percent-
age points for males and 13.6 percentage points for fe-
males. The largest gap for males in 2012 was observed
in Virginia, where there was a 23.6 percentage point gap
in cigarette smoking prevalence for men between Sussex
County (33.5% [28.6%-38.7%]) and Falls Church City
2012

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

35%

40%

es, 1996 and 2012.



Table 1 Top- and bottom-ranked counties for male total cigarette smoking prevalence, 2012

Rank* County Age-standardized total cigarette smoking prevalence (%)*

1 (1, 6) Falls Church City, VA 9.9 (8.1, 12.0)

2 (1, 4) Utah County, UT 9.9 (8.8, 11.3)

3 (2, 17) Davis County, UT 11.7 (10.2, 13.6)

4 (2, 21) Wasatch County, UT 11.8 (9.8, 14.0)

5 (2, 23) Arlington County, VA 11.8 (9.8, 14.2)

6 (3, 32) Summit County, UT 12.5 (10.6, 14.7)

7 (3, 37) Howard County, MD 12.7 (10.7, 15.1)

8 (3, 46) Whitman County, WA 12.8 (10.4, 15.4)

9 (3, 38) Cache County, UT 12.8 (10.8, 15.0)

10 (3, 49) Loudoun County, VA 13.1 (10.9, 15.6)

3,118 (2,866, 3,127) Issaquena County, MS 36.8 (31.9, 42.2)

3,119 (2,809, 3,127) East Carroll Parish, LA 37.0 (31.6, 42.4)

3,120 (2,898, 3,126) Clay County, KY 37.2 (32.3, 42.2)

3,121 (2,859, 3,127) Lee County, KY 37.4 (31.9, 42.2)

3,122 (2,946, 3,126) Bethel Census Area, AK 37.5 (33.1, 42.3)

3,123 (2,875, 3,127) Sioux County, ND 37.7 (32.1, 43.6)

3,124 (2,879, 3,127) Shannon County, SD 37.9 (32.2, 44.1)

3,125 (2,967, 3,126) Nome Census Area, AK 38.1 (33.1, 42.8)

3,126 (3,082, 3,127) Wade Hampton Census Area, AK 41.2 (35.9, 46.8)

3,127 (3,089, 3,127) Northwest Arctic Borough, AK 41.5 (35.9, 46.8)

*Numbers in parentheses are 95% uncertainty intervals.

Table 2 Top- and bottom-ranked counties for female total cigarette smoking prevalence, 2012

Rank* County Age-standardized total cigarette smoking prevalence (%)*

1 (1, 2) Utah County, UT 5.8 (4.9, 6.8)

2 (1, 8) Wasatch County, UT 7.1 (5.7, 8.8)

3 (2, 21) Davis County, UT 8.3 (7.1, 9.9)

4 (2, 33) Hidalgo County, TX 8.6 (6.9, 10.8)

5 (2, 37) San Mateo County, CA 8.7 (6.9, 10.8)

6 (2, 42) Cameron County, TX 8.8 (6.9, 11.3)

7 (2, 37) Summit County, UT 8.9 (7.2, 10.8)

8 (3, 36) Santa Clara County, CA 9.0 (7.4, 10.8)

9 (3, 41) Cache County, UT 9.1 (7.4, 11.1)

10 (7, 32) Los Angeles County, CA 9.6 (8.6, 10.6)

3,118 (2,844, 3,126) Elliott County, KY 34.0 (28.2, 40.7)

3,119 (2,791, 3,126) Shannon County, SD 34.1 (27.6, 40.9)

3,120 (2,973, 3,126) Knox County, KY 34.7 (29.8, 39.8)

3,121 (2,924, 3,127) Buffalo County, SD 35.4 (29.2, 42.2)

3,122 (2,997, 3,126) Nome Census Area, AK 35.8 (30.2, 41.1)

3,123 (3,002, 3,127) Wade Hampton Census Area, AK 36.2 (30.4, 42.5)

3,124 (3,023, 3,127) Clay County, KY 36.2 (30.8, 41.9)

3,125 (3,014, 3,127) Menominee County, WI 36.5 (30.6, 42.5)

3,126 (3,067, 3,127) North Slope Borough, AK 37.5 (32.2, 43.0)

3,127 (3,110, 3,127) Northwest Arctic Borough, AK 40.8 (34.8, 46.8)

*Numbers in parentheses are 95% uncertainty intervals.
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